
Luis Gabriel Cuervo Amore  
Volunteer Cochrane Collaboration (1994 Ą ) 

 

Senior Advisor for Research Promotion & Development  

Area of Health Systems Strengthening  

Pan American Health Organization    

(PAHO/WHO)  

www.paho.org/ResearchPortal  

Some insights into the Cochrane Collaborationõs new node for the Caribbean 

THE LAUNCH OF THE CARIBBEAN BRANCH OF THE 

UNITED STATES COCHRANE CENTER, AND SYMPOSIUM  
òTranslating research and policy impact and practice: an evidence-based approachó 

6 June 2013  
University of West Indies, Kingston, Jamaica 





What Cochrane is about 
ÅImproving peopleõs health 

ÅSupporting better health systems through the use 

and production of the best scientific knowledge for 

health.  

ÅPutting the principles of bioethics to good use:  
o Beneficence ð learning about the effects of interventions for health  

o Non ðmaleficence ð providing balanced information  

o Justice ð promoting equity in health  

o Autonomy ð promoting informed decisions  

Å Cochrane reviews are  some of the most visible products, but 
there are many others including standards, good practices, 
knowledge translation platforms, etc.  



Cochrane: changes and adapts  

ÅJulio Numhauser  òeverything changesó vs. Einsteinõs 

òIt is harder to crack a prejudice than an atomó 

ÅHans Rosling : òLet my dataset change your mindsetó 

 



Cochrane: changes and adapts  

ÅCochrane: more than Cochrane Reviews.  

ÅDevelop a formidable career while making a 

difference  

ÅThere is an auspicious environment for research for 

health  
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWKSAqDkUBQ&feature=share&list=PL52A099D7FAD58031


ÅAccess to  knowledge  

has changed :  
o Limited , anecdotal  and 

parochial  Ąaccess  to  global 

evidence  and synthesis  

o Health  Agenda  for  the  

Americas   

o Policy  on  Research  for  Health  

o Policies, agendas and action  

plans  in countries  and regions  

 



ÅTransformation  in 

knowledge  access :  
o Universal  

o Standards  for  production , 

communication  and use  

o Reduction  of unjustified  

variations  



ÅTransformation  in 

knowledge  use:  
o Universal  

(complex  topics ) 

o Implementation   

o Behavior  change  

o Policies / Scaling  up  

 

 



ÅTransformation  in 

knowledge  access :  
o Determinants  of health  and work  

with  other  sectors  of society  

 

Å Integration  of research  

policies  into  all  relevant  work  
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Policy on Research for Health (CD49/10)éand Cochrane 

1) Promote the 
generation of 
ethical, relevant, and 
quality research 

 

2) Strengthen research 
governance and promote 
the definition of research 
agendas 

 

3) Improve 
competencies and 
support for human 
resources involved in 
research 

4) Seek efficiencies and 
enhanced impact and 
appropriation of research 
through effective and 
strategic alliances, 
collaboration, and the 
building of public trust and 
engagement in research 

5) Foster best practices 
and enhanced 
standards for research 

6) Promote the 
dissemination and 
utilization of research 
findings 





www.paho.org/arteparalainvestigacion  

Necessary  Research  

Å Basic 

Å Biomedical  

Å Health  policy  & systems 

Å Public  health  

Cross cutting  muldi -discinplinary : 
focus  on  the  use of research  



ÅScaling up 

knowledge 

translation  
 





Making  it  easier  to  use 

scientific  knowledge  
ÅCompetitions  with  other  factors  

ÅShow the  added  value  

ÅEnhance  relevance  

ÅMake  it easier  to  interprete and use  

Nurture  a fertile  environment  for  research  use 

ÅPromote  ideas exchange  and understanding  of 

contextual issues 

ÅPromote  demand  [pull ] ( leaders  and competent  

producers ) 




