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What Cochrane is about 
• Improving people’s health 

• Supporting better health systems through the use 

and production of the best scientific knowledge for 

health.  

• Putting the principles of bioethics to good use: 
o Beneficence – learning about the effects of interventions for health  

o Non –maleficence – providing balanced information 

o Justice – promoting equity in health 

o Autonomy – promoting informed decisions 

• Cochrane reviews are  some of the most visible products, but 
there are many others including standards, good practices, 
knowledge translation platforms, etc.  



Cochrane: changes and adapts 

• Julio Numhauser “everything changes” vs. Einstein’s 

“It is harder to crack a prejudice than an atom” 

• Hans Rosling: “Let my dataset change your mindset” 

 



Cochrane: changes and adapts 

• Cochrane: more than Cochrane Reviews.  

• Develop a formidable career while making a 

difference 

• There is an auspicious environment for research for 

health 

 

 



PAHO/WHO Research Policies and Strategies 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWKSAqDkUBQ&feature=share&list=PL52A099D7FAD58031


• Access to knowledge 

has changed:  
o Limited, anecdotal and 

parochial access to global 

evidence and synthesis  

o Health Agenda  for the 

Americas  

o Policy on Research for Health 

o Policies, agendas and action 

plans in countries and regions 

 



• Transformation in 

knowledge access:  
o Universal  

o Standards for production, 

communication and use 

o Reduction of unjustified 

variations 



• Transformation in 

knowledge use:  
o Universal  

(complex topics) 

o Implementation  

o Behavior change 

o Policies / Scaling up 

 

 



• Transformation in 

knowledge access:  
o Determinants of health and work 

with other sectors of society 

 

• Integration of research 

policies into all relevant work 
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Policy on Research for Health (CD49/10)…and Cochrane 

1) Promote the 
generation of 
ethical, relevant, and 
quality research 

 

2) Strengthen research 
governance and promote 
the definition of research 
agendas 

 

3) Improve 
competencies and 
support for human 
resources involved in 
research 

4) Seek efficiencies and 
enhanced impact and 
appropriation of research 
through effective and 
strategic alliances, 
collaboration, and the 
building of public trust and 
engagement in research 

5) Foster best practices 
and enhanced 
standards for research 

6) Promote the 
dissemination and 
utilization of research 
findings 





www.paho.org/arteparalainvestigacion 

Necessary Research 

• Basic 

• Biomedical 

• Health policy & systems 

• Public health 

Cross cutting muldi-discinplinary: 
focus on the use of research 



• Scaling up 

knowledge 

translation 
 





Making it easier to use 

scientific knowledge 
• Competitions with other factors 

• Show the added value 

• Enhance relevance 

• Make it easier to interprete and use 

Nurture a fertile environment for research use 

• Promote ideas exchange and understanding of 

contextual issues 

• Promote demand [pull] (leaders and competent 

producers) 





Demonstrations 
• PAHO Research portal 

• www.paho.org/portalinvestigacion  

 

 

• Health Research Web 

• WHO’s International Clinical Trial Registry Platform 

(www.who.int/ictrp)  

• Evidence Portal (Bireme.br) 

• EQUATOR Network 

http://www.paho.org/portalinvestigacion
http://www.who.int/ictrp


Governance 

 Strengthen 

research 

governance and 

promote the 

definition of 

research agendas 



Governance toos:  

HRWeb – Policies and IRC 

http://www.healthresearchweb.org/es/home




Clinical Trial registration in LAC 
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Registered clinical trials in Latin  America  
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Adapted from slide by Dr. Ludovic Reveiz 



HIV/AIDS, Malaria, Tuberculosis, Dengue, Leprosy, 

Leishmaniasis, and other Neglected Diseases 

• 950 clinical trials 

• 33 (3.5%) EC 

• 46% from Brazil 

• 21% multinational  

(private) 

 

 

Adapted from slide by Dr. Ludovic Reveiz 



Search for clinical trials in 
your country 



Proposal (Governance) 
• Frame research within the agendas and policies on 

research for health 

• Register research following international standards 
o PROSPERO 

o OMS-ICTRP 

• Have your institution and IRB registered in HRWeb 

• Require clinical trial registration with ICTRP 

compliant registries 

• Integrate research managment producing periodic 

reports; accountability.  



Impact 

 Promote the dissemination and utilization of 

research findings.  Link 

http://issuu.com/researchforhealth/docs/abridged_evipnet_mar2011


http://www.paho.org/researchportal/






• Transformación en el 

acceso y calidad de 

los resultados de 

investigacion  
 

 



 

• Enhancement of 

organized one-

stop shop access 

points for 

evidence 

informing policy 

and practice 
 

 



Proposal (K. T.) 
• Promote adherence to guidelines for guidelines and 

technical recommendations 

• Identification of key priority questions that need to 

be addressed and funded 

• Promote and facilitate open access publications  

• Training for journalists and policy decision makers 

• KT training integrated into public health 

postgraduate programs (v.g. EVIPNet) 

• Promote BIREME’s Evidence Portal (Cochrane, HSE) 
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